Our Endangered Environment

The following three pages were written in 1993 — has anything changed in the last 30 years.

Use the internet to update some of the data and see if the situation has worsened.

SAVE THE PLANET BY
SAVING ITS PEOPLE

Theenvironmentis very ‘
important, especially to 4

Maintaining soil

erosion is vital....

"Environmental destruction and mass poverty
are arguably the most important issues of our
time.......... " Maurice Strong, Secretary Gen-
eral, Earth Summit.

How can planet Earth be saved from ecologi-
cal catastrophe ? How can more than a quarter of the
world's population be liberated from hunger and dire
poverty ?

There can be no separate solutions to these
questions - any answers must integrate environmental
protection with meeting the desperate needs of the
poor. So argues Ben Jackson, campaigns officer for
the World Development Movement (WDM) in his
latest book, "Poverty and the Planet: A question of
survival".

It is mainly the poor who are destroying the
environmentbutthey are notdoing so outofignorance,
ratherfromdesperate necessity. Intheirdaily struggle
to survive, impoverished farmers and villagers are
drivento over-exploit the soil, the forests and pastures.

They are driven by a logic of survival thatis, in
turn, dictated by the logic of destruction which is not
of their making. They are largely the victims of de-
velopment policies and the forces of international
markets beyond their influence.

The logic of destruction is one of top-down
development that leaves those at the bottom of the
economic heap helpless victims of the whims of the
international commodity markets.

Those involved in campaigning for develop-
ment and the environment are rapidly coming to see
how all these issues are interlinked. For example, the
fate of Amazon rainforests is inextricably linked with
the conditions attached to Brazil's foreign debt and
the decisions taken by Northern bankers. The future
of fruit farmers in the Caribbean can rest on a single
trade agreement with Europe or the United States.

fertility and stopping

...so that developing
countries can grow vas
areas of cash crops...{ |

...to sell cheaply to us
in the North !

Campaigners are now forming alliances based
on the linkages of environment and development.
Tracing the chains of cause and effect between rapid,
blind industrial growth and its concomitant global
threats of pollution of air, earth and water, destruction
of the ozone layer, the emission of greenhouse gases
and deforestation, are complex. The hunt for solutions
that are based on the needs of the poor ratherthan the
needs of international investment are essential.

This is a controversial viewpoint for it questions
quantitative measures of development such as Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) per person and instead
argues for qualitative measures to be taken into ac-
count (i.e. the distribution of wealth, the cost of
economic progress to the environment, etc). From
1992 the UN Development programme will begin to
use its own Human Development Index (HDI) - mak-
ing allowances for population growth, education and
life expectancy rates.

For the poor of the world to be freed from the
logic of destruction they must be able to meet their
short-term needs in the knowledge of long-term se-
curity. Without this they will continue to be driven to
exhaust the natural resources that are available to
them simply so they can eat.

The ultimate priority of both environmental and
development policies must be to provide a livelihood
for the poor and future generations rather than con-
centrating solely on economic growth or protecting the
rainforests. This is what is meant by sustainable
development, aconceptimplying neither "more growth"
nor "no-growth", but rather human growth and de-
velopmentand responsible long-sighted management
of the environment.

Environmentalism is no longer a luxury
unaffordable in the North. It is crucial to the logic of
survival and the prospects for the planet and its
people. Gemini News




Themajor threatto
the World environment ?

DOOMED PLANET ?

"We humans use the Earth as a dustbin. The South must slow down its
population growth or the Earth is doomed !" Earth Summit delegate'92

Twenty years ago concern over population growth was based mainly on
consumptionlevels per capita. Ten years ago, environmental fears centred on the
threat of pollution, for example, ozone depletion and global warming. Since then
some discomforting facts have emerged through research completed by the
OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development). Research
found that waste per person in industrialised countries amounted to an average
of 1.6 tonnes , or 10 times the level per person in developing countries (Fig.1).

The United Nations reported to the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro (1992) that

..."Problems of the environment are not, as many like to think, a problem of the poor: they
are substantially a problem of the rich...The main responsibility for the growing changes
in the environment rests directly and indirectly with the industrialised nations. For
example, over 70% of carbon emissions come from them and 23% from the US alone..."

The UNEP confirms that the industrialised countries are overwhelmingly
responsible fordamage to the ozone layer and acidification, as well as for roughly
two-thirds of global warming. People in the North also persist in choosing the more
wasteful option even when a less wasteful one is available. According to UNEP,
the richer the country, the more natural products, eg soap, wood, leather, cotton,
paper, etc, are replaced by synthetic petrochemical products. In agriculture,
organic fertilisers have been displaced by chemical ones and natural methods of
pest control, such as crop rotation, have been replaced by pesticides. In trans-
portation, convenient lorry/road freight is being favoured over less polluting rail
transport. In commerce, reusable goods are being replaced by throw-aways such
as plastics which will still be a menace in a century's time. People in the North gain
a flexible control over their lives and convenience dominates at the expense of
more sensible measures designed to contribute towards ecological protection.
Because of their thoughtlessness, the small population of the North creates far
more environmental damage than the large population in the South (Fig.2).

Fig.2

Pollution of the Biosphere
There are 3 main sources of biospheric pol-

AtmosphericPollution
Using the skies as a giant dustbin has long been
a cheap way of disposing of many waste
chemicals. About 50% of human inputs come
from transport, approx. 30% from fuel con-
sumption and 15% from industry. CO2 is the
most dangerous of all atmospheric pollutants,
the cause of the Greenhouse Effect.

Ocean Pollution.
Regarded by many as the
giant sink for all human
wastes, including urban and
agricultural run-off, indus-
trial discharge, atmospheric
fallout, effluent from ships,
tanker spills and nuclear
wastes. The oceans are
viewed as a "cost-free
sewer. Humans pay a price,
however, through contami-
nated fisheries and declin-
ing ecosystems. Estuaries
and coastal waters, the most
productive water areas in
terms of fish and wildlife,
however, bear the main
brunt of pollution.

lution: industry, agriculture and accidental
spillage. Consumers in the North are re-
sponsible for the ever-increasing market for
foodstuffs and products.
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Chemical Cocktail Pollution

Each year industry produces another 1,000
synthetic chemicals. Most are used daily and
most break down only slowly (DDT, plastics,
etc), some not at all (mercury, lead.etc). Worst,

¢ at least 80% are inadequately tested for their

individual effects on humans and other forms of
life, while their combined effects are barely
considered.

Land Pollution.
Land can be polluted by air
contaminants, dumped waste,
agricultural pesticides, nu-
§ ¢ clear wastes, etc. The prime
sources are chemical facto-
ries, petrochemical refineries,
factories and farmland. The
US manufactures over 1.5
tonnes per citizen per year.
Each year the European
Community exports 250,000
tonnes of hazardous wastes to
Eastern Europe. Acidrainisa
more recent form of land
pollution affecting lakes,
forests, soils, crops, buildings
and human beings.



DOOMED PLANET (2)

The great debate concerned with increasing development in the South has reached an impasse at present.
If a government of a developing country fiercely curbs its population growth and enables its people to have
a higher standard of living - more consumer goods linked with industrial development - then it is likely to
increase rather than reduce its country's pollution output. And yet many demographers still consider that
human numbers are the most important factor in increasing pollution. In fact some equate large population
figures with large environmental hazards, implying that one causes the other. But many others think that it is
time to consider the impact of increasing technology and consumption on population and environmental

pollution.

However many strategies for saving the
doomed planet are based on IPAT.

But if we insist on solving our growing
environmental problems through reduc-
ing population factors then logically we
should begin by lowering the population
of the North.

An average child in the North consumes
20 times as much and pollutes 10 times
as much as a child from the South.
Perhaps we in the North should consider
more carefully and intelligently reducing
our super-luxury level consumption and
pollution before preaching population
reduction to the people of the South. The
Northern nations have enough extra to
make painless cuts. One rough estimate
of our extra wealth can be gauged from
the following statement

...."The energy wasted in the US today costs
morethan the entire $9,000 a second military
budget !"

Perhaps the South can learn from the
dirty technology problems of the North
and go for sustainable development
strategies incorporating clean technol-
ogy linked to sensible population poli-
cies. The North in turn could help this
progressive view of development and
thereby environmental protectionthrough
adopting a positive stance on the debt
crisis facing many of the nations of the
South and help maintain soils and
forests of the South (Fig.3).

er“iﬁté"d"érfvinitions of each of the following terms:
consumption, pollution, North, South, demography

What are the following organisations and what
do they do ? OECD, UNEP

Select one of the following statements and write

a justification for it:

a.Population is the main cause of environmental
problems. Population control is vital for the future

b.Improving technology threatens the environment

c.The level of affluence remains a major threat to

the environment across the planet.



