


 



  



 



 



  



INDUSTRY  

-  Industrial Decline 
Coal mining in the United Kingdom dates back 
to Roman times and occurred in many different 
parts of the country. Britain's coalfields are 
associated with Northumberland and Durham,  
North and South Wales, Yorkshire, the Scottish 
Central Belt, Lancashire, Cumbria, the East  
and West Midlands and Kent. After 1970, coal 
mining quickly collapsed and had practically 
disappeared by the 21st century. The 
consumption of coal – mostly for electricity – fell 
from 157 million tonnes in 1970 to 18 million 
tonnes in 2016, of which 77% (14 million tonnes) 
was imported from Colombia, Russia and 
the United States. All of the 4 million tonnes of 
coal mined in the UK in 2016 were from open-cast 
coal mines. Employment in coal mines fell from a 
peak of 1,191,000 in 1920 to 695,000 in 1956, 
247,000 in 1976, 44,000 in 1993, 2,000 in 2015 
and around 1000 in 2016. 

 

Kellingley Colliery in North Yorkshire closed in 
December 2015, bringing to an end centuries of 
deep coal mining in Britain. Much of the mine 
machinery was saved for a new, smaller drift mine 
nearby - the New Crofton Co-operative Colliery 
near Wakefield in West Yorkshire which was 
opened  in June 2016. Known locally as the Big K, 
the largest deep pit in Europe was hailed as the 
new generation of coal mining and could bring up 
to 900 tonnes an hour to the surface. 

Official figures from the Department for Energy 
and Climate Change show the UK imported more 
coal than it produced for the first time in 2001 - a 
trend repeated every year since 2003. In 2003 the 

UK produced 28.28m tonnes and imported 
31.89m. 

 
The graph below shows how output and imports 
have changed, with the big dip in 1984 due to 
the miners' strike. 

 

Once a major powerhouse of the British economy, the 
coal industry was the lifeblood of several regions, 
providing employment for more than one million 
workers before the 1930s. Since that time, shifting 
attitudes towards coal and the emergence of 
alternative energy sources such as wind and solar have 
seen coal's role in the energy mix diminish. By 1990, 
the coal industry was still employer to some 50,000 
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people, however from 2016 onwards this figure had 
fallen to just one thousand. 

 
Plans for the UK's first deep coal mine in decades 
will go ahead after the government decided not to 
intervene. West Cumbria Mining said the new 
mine - near the site of the former Haig Colliery in 
Whitehaven which shut in 1986 - would create 
500 jobs. 
Cumbria county councillors gave it the go-ahead 
in March 2019, but this sparked a number of 
objections, including a call for government 
scrutiny. However, ministers have now said the 
council should take the decision. 
The Woodhouse Colliery would extract coking coal 
from the seabed off St Bees, with a processing 
plant on the former Marchon site at Kells. 
"Coking coal is essential for the steel industry and 
this has been rightly recognised." 
West Cumbria Mining said on its website: "A study 
in America showed a coal mine with 300 
employees indirectly creates at least twice as 
many jobs in the region, as employees have more 
disposable income than previously, which impacts 
on local spending with retail, leisure, construction 
etc. 
"As with any change to a local area, there may be 
decisions that might not suit every individual, but 
it is our intention to develop a mine which brings 
significant benefits that the whole community can 
enjoy for many years to come." 
It is hoped work could begin on the site in early 
2020, with coal production starting about two 
years later. 
 

The wave of steel factory closures in 2015 and 2016 
contributed to one of the biggest falls in UK steel 
production ever recorded and the lowest level of 
output for over 80 years.  
 
In the late 1960s, the UK was the world’s fifth largest 
steel producer. Through the 1980s, the UK was around 
the tenth largest producer, and by 2015 the UK was 
the 18th largest producer. Steel production tumbled in 
2016 and the UK slipped to 21st in the world. There is 
only one substantial steel company left in the UK, 
British Steel, which is owned by a Chinese company,  at 
Scunthorpe and Teesside, although there are a small 
number of finishing steelworks.  
The impact of steelworks closures was an immediate 
rise in unemployment which took years to reduce  
 
 

EU Steel employment (top 14 countries) 

COUNTRY  number   % 

1 GERMANY   86,000  26.0 %  
2 ITALY    30,601  9.3 %  
3 POLAND   24,700  7.5 %  
4 ROMANIA   22,630  6.8 %  
5 FRANCE   21,900  6.6 %  
6 CZECH REPUBLIC  17,800  5.4 %  
7 SPAIN*   17,400  5.3 %  
8 UNITED KINGDOM  17,000 5.1 %  
9 SWEDEN   15,700  4.8 %  
10 AUSTRIA   15,500  4.7 %  
11 BELGIUM   11,327  3.4 %  
12 SLOVAKIA   10,670  3.2 %  
13 NETHERLANDS  9,647  2.9 %  
14 FINLAND    8,174  2.5 % 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Declining coal and steel industries caused a knock-on 
effect on unemployment in ancillary jobs and the local 
area. This domino effect takes years to recover from. 
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